NCLC 101: Narratives of Identity

Critical Analysis
“First Take” Due: 9/29/11 in seminar, 7 points

Final Paper Due:  10/11/11 in seminar, 15 points (12 points for final paper and 3 points for revision reflection)
The task of a critic is to help readers appreciate what is important about a text, point out what is problematic about a text, and show how the text connects to other texts in similar traditions or genres. 

In this assignment, you will be acting as a critic.  Choose one significant creative text (e.g., book, poem, short story, play) that we have read in our course. Consider selecting a text that provoked a strong reaction in you. You will be spending a great deal of time reading and re-reading this text, studying the historical context out of which the piece emerges, investigating the author and the author’s influences, and connecting your research to what you have read about literary genres in this course.  Thus, we urge you to choose a text that will hold your interest. Note:  The text you choose for this assignment must represent a different genre from the text you select for your considering your lenses assignment.  If, for example, you select a novel for this critical analysis paper, you may not select a novel for the considering your lens assignment.
Drawing on specific course readings, research on the author, genre, and text as well as class discussions, “interrogate” your chosen text. Consider the following questions to guide your analysis:

· What is the contextual background of this particular text?  What was happening at the time this text was written that is relevant to understanding this text?

· Who is the author of the text?  What information can you find out about the author, her/his area of expertise, writing style, background, or other information that may provide clues as to why the author wrote the text?

· What is the genre of your text?  How does the genre shape understanding of the text?  Draw on course texts and discussions to assess how the elements of this genre influence your interpretation of the text. 

· What is the purpose of the text?  What are the main ideas, concepts, and values conveyed in the piece?  What evidence from the text supports your observations?

· What type of language is used in the text and how does this language contribute to the meaning of the text?  Is it formal? Informal? Flowery? Academic? What is the tone of the author?  Does the author sound angry? Authoritative? Thoughtful? Regretful?  How does this tone shape your understanding of the text?  What clues can you find in the text to support your observations?

· How does the text reflect or challenge dominant messages put forth by the author’s culture? Does the author perpetuate or fight against the images that s/he would have learned (or that you are currently learning) from mass culture? 

After you have carefully analyzed your text, gather all of your notes together.  You are now ready to write your 6-8 page essay.  Based on your research and analysis, construct a thesis that captures the argument you want to make about the text.  Your thesis should offer an overall and unique judgment about the text, your interpretation of the meaning and significance of that text, and the implications of your analysis. In other words, your thesis should answer the “So what?” question:  what do we learn that is significant and novel about this text as a result of your analysis? Be sure to cite specific evidence from your text, from your research, and where appropriate from our course texts, to support your analysis.

Evaluation:  Your essay will be evaluated as follows:

1.  Meets requirements:

· 6-8 pages

· 8-10 substantive sources (e.g., Webster’s dictionary, while useful, is NOT considered a substantive source for the purposes of this assignment)
· Displays strong grammar and technical skills

· Submits:  Your Final Paper, First Draft, comments from peer review, comments from your instructor
2.  Introduction:

· Opens with an attention getting phrase

· Clearly states an original, innovative thesis

· Offers a preview of points to be developed in the paper

3.  Body of Paper

· Develops a strong thesis with clear main points that are grounded in both genre and historical context

· Cites sufficient and varied evidence in support of claims

· Flows well from paragraph to paragraph/well-organized

· Evinces clear integration of course concepts and ideas

4.  Conclusion

· Restates proposition/thesis

· Concludes with a compelling thought that captures the essence of the paper
5.  Revision Statement (included with FINAL DRAFT only)
· In a thoughtful 2-3 page reflection, explain the major revisions you’ve made in your final draft.  Be sure to discuss how and why these revisions strengthen your analysis.  You may also wish to comment on which revision(s) you’re most proud of and why.
