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 NCLC 101: Narratives of Identity

Syllabus and Class Schedule, Fall 2011

Monday (9:30-12:00), Wednesday (9:30-2:30), Thursday (9:30-12:00)

NCLC 101 Faculty

	Basak Durgun, M.A.

Class: JC Room D

Office:  Enterprise 433

bdurgun@gmu.edu 
	Al Fuertes, Ph.D.

Class:  JC Room C

Office:  Enterprise 432

Telephone:  703-993-9727

Afuertes@gmu.edu
	Paul Gorski, Ph.D.

NCLC 101 Team Co-Leader

Class:  JC Room F

Office:  Enterprise 428

Telephone: 703-993-9365

Pgorski1@gmu.edu


	Lisa Gring-Pemble, Ph.D.

NCLC 101 Team Co-Leader

Class:  Jc Room E

Office:  Enterprise 404

Telephone:  703-993-1337

Lgringpe@gmu.edu

	Toby Jenkins, Ph.D.


Class:  Jc Room A

Office:  Enterprise 

tjenkin8@gmu.edu 
	Michael Lecker, Ph.D. Candidate

Class:  JC Room B

Office:  Enterprise 416

mlecker@gmu.edu 

	Stephanie Lessard-Pilon, Ph.D.

Class:  JC Room G

Office:  Enterprise 433

slessar2@gmu.edu

	
	

	NCLC 101:  Narratives of Identity Website​​:  http://nclc101.onmason.com/
New Century College Website:          http://www.ncc.gmu.edu/


Course Description and Objectives
Narratives of Identity, the first course in New Century College’s (NCC) Cornerstone Learning Communities, explores how individual and cultural identities are shaped and communicated. Encounters with seminal literary works in a variety of genres and media provide the socio-historical context for our study of identity as well as offer students an opportunity to analyze, write, and discuss the aesthetic, cultural, and political aspects of literature.  Course activities are enriched by field trips, guest presenters, and innovative projects. The learning community addresses key concepts through sustained engagement with questions such as: What is identity? How does literature inform our understanding and expression of identity? What are the socio-historical, cultural and political influences on identity?  The course conveys 3 credits each in oral communication and literature.  

Our major goals for this learning community are to:

1. Deepen awareness and strengthen understanding of identity and its relationship to narrative. 

2. Gain experience in examining identity through composing arguments and critiquing narratives in a variety of genres.

3. Analyze the ways specific literary devices contribute to the meaning of a text

4. Identify and evaluate the contribution of the social, political, historical, and cultural contexts in which a literary text is produced.

5. Improve oral and written communication skills. 

Competency Development and Student Learning Outcomes
· Students will gain fluency in critical thinking and effective communication (writing, speaking, and listening) through analyzing and composing texts.  More specifically, students will think creatively and critically using reason and experience to form considered judgments and to synthesize ideas from multiple sources and diverse ways of knowing.

· Students will appreciate valuing as they consider various constructions of identity and gain a more informed understanding of various local communities and the value of multiple perspectives in civic life.  Students will also be able to articulate, support, and apply their own values through reflective practice while appreciating the diverse values of others.  

· Students will gain experience with group collaboration as they work together, prepare group presentations, and engage in peer teaching in the writing and revision process. 

REQUIRED MATERIALS

Texts

Alexie, Sherman. 2007.  Flight.  New York:  Grove. 

Cohen, Samuel. 2011.  50 Essays:  A Portable Anthology.  New York:  Bedford.

Colombo, Gary, Robert Cullen, and Bonnie Lisle.  2010.  Rereading America: Cultural Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing.  New York:  Bedford.
Hacker, Diana and Nancy Sommers.  2011.  A Writer’s Reference (Seventh Edition). New York:  Bedford.
Skloot, Rebecca.  2011.  The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.  New York:  Broadway Paperbacks.

Yang, Gene L.  2006. American Born Chinese. New York:  Square Fish.

Assigned Readings—Additional readings will be assigned throughout the course and you will need to print off and bring to class hard copies of readings you are assigned.
Metro Fare—You are responsible for metro fare for all field trips.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING (Total = 100 points)
	Points
	Letter
	
	Points
	Letter
	
	Points
	Letter
	
	Points
	Letter

	98 — 100
	A+
	
	87 — 89
	B+
	
	77 —79
	C+
	
	60 —69
	D

	94 — 97
	A
	
	84 — 86
	B
	
	74 — 76
	C
	
	<  60
	F

	90 — 93
	A-
	
	80 — 83
	B-
	
	70— 73
	C-
	
	
	


Point Distribution

Digital Story







 
15

Writing and Participation






30
Museum Response Paper on the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum (5 pts)

Wiki Journal Writing (15 pts)

Group Discussion/In-Class Writing and Activities (10 pts)


Conference








20

Group abstract (5 pts)

Presentation (15 pts)

Considering Lenses Paper






15

Critical Analysis Paper

    
                        

20

Total Points

         






100

ACADEMIC POLICIES AND INFORMATION

Participation and Attendance:  Important responsibilities come with participation in this learning community including: completing readings and assignments on time, actively engaging course materials, coming to class regularly and on time, and listening attentively to comments made in class.  Membership in this community also entails representing New Century College and George Mason University well during your experiential-learning work. Unexcused absences will adversely affect your final grade.  An absence is excused when due to serious illness, religious observance, participation in University activities at the request of University authorities, or compelling circumstances beyond your control.  To claim an excused absence, you must provide a signed letter by a person in a position to make an authoritative determination as to the validity of the cause of the absence within three calendar days of your return from that absence.  In cases where you know you will be missing class, please let your instructor know as soon as possible.  You are responsible for all announcements, assignments, materials and date changes covered or made in class while you are absent. 

Diversity Statement: New Century College, an intentionally inclusive community, promotes and maintains an equitable and just work and learning environment. We welcome and value individuals and their differences including race, economic status, gender expression and identity, sex, sexual orientation, ethnicity, national origin, first language, religion or irreligion, age and disability.

Policy for Late and Missing Assignments:  You are responsible for completing assignments on time (defined as turning in all assignments in person at the beginning of class). Assignments submitted late will lose one letter grade for each day they are past due, including Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays.  Due dates are clearly indicated throughout the syllabus.  Assignments may only be made up if failure to attend class and/or complete required assignments was for an excused absence.  (See section above on participation & attendance). In-class activities and field trips may not be made up for any reason, excused or unexcused.  Throughout the course, you will have the option of a single Life Happens (turn in any assignment one day late without penalty) and a single Do-Over (re-do any assignment for an improved grade).

Email Policy:  In compliance with a University-wide initiative, NCC faculty and staff will correspond electronically with students only through their GMU assigned email accounts.  No assignments will be accepted via email unless specifically requested.  Please check your email account regularly for updates and important announcements.

Academic Honesty and Collaboration:  George Mason University has an Honor Code with clear guidelines regarding academic integrity: 1) all work submitted must be your own; 2) when using the work or ideas of others, including fellow students, give full credit through accurate citations; and 3) when in doubt about citation rules or assignment guidelines, ask me for clarification.  No grade is important enough to justify academic misconduct.  If you feel unusual pressure or anxiety about your grade in this course, please let me know.  GMU provides a range of services to help with test anxiety, writing and study skills, personal issues, and other concerns. 

Using someone else’s words or ideas without giving them credit is plagiarism!  If you quote directly from any text, you MUST use the exact words (including punctuation) just as the words, phrases, and sentences appear in the original text.  You must also follow proper citation rules to indicate that you are quoting directly from a text (e.g. Quotation marks, quote indentation, source identification).  If you paraphrase ideas, that is, convey the author’s ideas in your own words, you must still cite the source, using an established citation format. The re-use of papers, presentations, and other materials from one course in another course is not appropriate.  We expect that submitted work has been prepared for this class only.

Format for Assignments:  All papers must be stapled, typed, double spaced on 8.5” x 11” paper using 12 point font with 1” margins. Papers and speeches must be documented properly according to a citation manual (e.g. The Chicago Manual of Style, APA, MLA).  Keep a copy of all assignments. Failure to follow assignment guidelines may result in a grade deduction.

SELECT GMU RESOURCES

Counseling Services:  (703-993-2380; SUB I, Room 364) provides individual and group sessions for personal development and assistance with a range of emotional and relational issues.  In addition, the Learning Services Program (703-993-2999) offers academic skill-building workshops as well as a tutor referral service.  

Office of Disability Services:  (703-993-2474; SUB I, Room 222) assists students with learning or physical conditions affecting learning. If you qualify for accommodation, the ODS staff will provide a form to give to your instructor at the beginning of every course. http://ods.gmu.edu
Student Technology Assistance and Resources (STAR) Center:  Johnson Center 229; 993-8990; http://media.gmu.edu
Writing Center:  (703-993-1200; Robinson A 114, main office; Enterprise 076, satellite office) provides, at no charge, tutors who can help you develop ideas and revise papers.  

The Writing Center is also available online at http://writingcenter.gmu.edu. 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

(NOTE:  Unless specified otherwise in the schedule below, all meeting rooms are in your designated seminar room, Johnson Center rooms a, b, c, d, e, f, g)

Week 1:  Foundations of Narrative, Literature, and Identity

	Date
	Topic
	Readings and Assignments Due

	M, 8/29
	Introduction to NCLC 101:  Experts and Narratives

9:30-10:00 a.m. (Johnson Center (JC), Cinema):  Welcome to NCLC 101

10:00 a.m. Reading a Museum

10:30-12:00 (JC Rooms A-G):  Summer Reading Reception 
	Guiding Questions for the Week: How are Mainstream Narratives Formed?  Who are the “Experts”?  How is Normal (in terms of identity) Defined?

In-Class Exercise:  “I Am” Poem/“25 lines”

Assigned:  The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

Hand Out/Collect:  Risk Release Forms

	W, 8/31
	FIELD TRIP: The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

**ALL MEET @ VIENNA METRO, 9:00 a.m. **
	Read for Today:

· “Introduction for Students:  Active Reading, Critical Thinking, and the Writing Process” (p. 1-14, 50 Essays)
· “Thinking Critically, Challenging Cultural Myths” (p. 1-15, Rereading)
· “Regarding the Pain of Others” (p. 373-378, 50 Essays)

	TR, 9/1
	 “Who are the Experts”—Narrative & Identity


	Re-visit:  “I Am”  

Read for Today:

· “Why Don’t We Complain?” (p. 76-82, 50 Essays)
· “Allegory of the Cave” (p. 292-299, 50 Essays)

· “Mother Tongue” (p. 396-402, 50 Essays)

Due: Museum Response Paper on FRIDAY, 9/2 by 5:00 p.m. (email) 


Week 2:  Foundations of Narrative, Literature and Identity

	MONDAY, 9/5, LABOR DAY—NO CLASS (

	W, 9/7
	Literary Analysis and Cultural Texts

FIELD TRIP:  National Museum of the American Indian

**MEET @ VIENNA METRO. 9:00 a.m. **
	Read:  Flight, p. 1-106



	TR, 9/8
	Narrative and Identity

Guiding Questions:  Who is the Expert (whose knowledge is valued)?  Who is in a position to tell the story? Who gets heard? 
	Read:  Flight, p. 107-181

In-Class Oral Reports: Oral Museum Report 

Gorski, “Taco Night” (.pdf)

	Thursday, September 8th: from 12-2 p.m., Fall Fiesta with food, drinks, and fellowship for all NCC Students, Faculty, and Staff, SUB II Ballroom


Week 3:  Immigration and Narrative

	M, 9/12
	Immigration and The Graphic Novel
	Read:  American Born Chinese  
Assign:  Digital Story (In-class Prompts)

Resource:  Digital Story Cookbook http://www.storycenter.org/cookbook.html

	W, 9/14
	9:00-11:00 Immigration 
12:30-2:30 (Wiki & Digital Story) (Paired Seminars)

	Assign:  Wiki

Read for Today:  

· “My Life as an Undocumented Immigrant” (José Vargas, New York Times) (You will need to locate this Essay, print it out, read it, and bring it to class)
· “Child of the Americas” (p. 511, 50 Essays)

	TR, 9/15


	Immigration & Identity


	Assign:  Critical Analysis Paper

Due: Email Seminar Leader your Wiki Link

Read for Today:  

· “Two Ways to Belong in America” (p. 280-283, 50 Essays)

· “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” (p. 33-45, 50 Essays)

· “The Myth of the Latin Woman:  I Just Met a Girl Named Maria” (p. 91-97, 50 Essays)

· “Vietnamese American:  A Cultural Self-Portrait” (Mimi Wilson, handout)


Week 4: Race and Identity

	M, 9/19
	Narrative:  Race and Identity
	Re-Visit:  Henrietta Lacks
Read for Today:

· “In Search of our Mother’s Gardens, (p. 420-430, 50 Essays)

· Rustin, Bayard, “On Non-Violence” (handout)

· Malcolm X (In-Class Speech)

· “Ain’t I Woman”, (p. 410-411, 50 Essays)

	W, 9/21
	FIELD TRIP  

“For All the World to See,” American Art Museum 

(10:00-11:00, Seminars A-C)

(12:00-1:00, Seminars D-G)

AND
“Race—Are We So Different?” Natural History Museum  

(10:00-11:30 D-G)

(11:30-1:00, A-C)
AND

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, in between Jefferson and Lincoln Memorials
**MEET @ VIENNA METRO. 9:00 a.m. **

	Read for Today:  
· “Just Walk on By” (p. 383-386, 50 Essays)
· Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” (p.203-220, 50 Essays) [Read prior to visiting the Memorial]

	TR, 9/22
	Narrative:  Race and Identity
	Due:  Digital Story

Read for Today: 
· “The Boy in the Mirror,” p. 409-421 ReReading
·  “On Being A Cripple” (p. 244-256, 50 Essays)

· “The End of White America”, (p. 497-510, ReReading)

· McIntosh, Peggy “On White Privilege” (handout)


Week 5:  Meritocracy/Equal Opportunity/Class

	M, 9/26


	Meritocracy

Writing Critiques

Ten Chairs Activity

	Read for Today:

· “Ragged Dick” (p. 258-263, ReReading)

· “Horatio Alger” (p. 272-278, ReReading) 

· “Class in America—2006” (p. 304-319, ReReading)

· “On Dumpster Diving” (p. 146-158, 50 Essays)

	W, 9/28
	Theme:  Class & Identity

Faces of Homelessness Panel & Homelessness Simulation
	Due:  Critical Analysis Paper

Assign:  Considering Our Lenses

Assign:  Conference
Read for Today:

· Brooks, Gwendolyn, “Lovers of the Poor” (.pdf)

· “Serving in Florida” (p. 136-45, 50 Essays)

· “Still Separate, Still Unequal” (p. 219-237, ReReading)

· In-Class Visual Portfolio, (p. 321-28, ReReading)

	TR, 9/29
	Theme:  Class and Identity
	9:30-11:00  Meet in Seminar Room for Discussion & Writing Workshop

Read for Today:  “On Compassion” (46-49, 50 Essays)


Week 6: Gender & Identity

	M, 10/3
	Theme:  Gender and Identity
	Read for Today:

· “Becoming Members of Society:  Learning Social Meanings of Gender” (p.527-536, ReReading)

· “The Men We Carry in Our Minds” (p. 346-351, 50 Essays)

· “Assimilation” (p. 483-496 ReReading)

Group Work:  Arranging Conference Presentation Panels

	W, 10/5
	Theme:  Gender, Media and Identity
	Due:  Considering our Lenses Paper

Due:  Group Abstract (Emailed to Seminar Leader)
Read for Today: 

· “Two Ways A Woman Can Get Hurt” (p. 575-599, ReReading)

·  In-Class:  Visual Portfolio (322-329, Re-Reading)
· “The Story of My Body” (p. 537-546, ReReading)

	TR, 10/6
	Theme:  Masculinity, Bodies, and Identity
	Read for Today:  

· “Bros Before Hos”:  The Guy Code (p. 608-617, ReReading)

· “Dying to Be Bigger” (.pdf)

·  “Adventure of an Atypical Boy” (wowthatsawful.wordpress.com)


Week 7:  Narrative & Identity—A Celebration of Learning

	M, 10/10 

	Columbus Day Recess—No Class Today

*****NOTE:  MONDAY CLASSES MEET TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11th*****

	T, 10/11
	9:30-12:00 (Seminar) 
Video on Public Speaking & Conference Preparation


	Read for Today: 

“On Morality” (p. 106-111, 50 Essays)

Frye, Marilyn—“On Oppression” (.pdf)

Due:  Research Paper

	W, 10/12
	NCLC 101:  Narratives of Identity Conference, 9:30-2:30

Room assignments and Specific Conference Times TBA

9:30-10:30:  Panel #1

10:35-11:35:  Panel #2

11:40-12:20:  LUNCH

12:25-1:25:  Panel #3

1:30-2:30: Panel #4

	TR, 10/13
	Learning Community Reflection and Course Evaluations

Integrative Studies and Cornerstones


